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Figure 9.  Ficus microcarpa grows in joints of old masonry and crumbling brick walls, Laguna  
Beach, Orange County.  Note the base has been cut back during landscape maintenance activities. 
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Figure 10.  View of F. microcarpa juvenile plant growing on the trunk of P. canariensis, Corona City 
Park, western Riverside County.  Plants at the inland extremes of its current range may be influenced by 
aerosol drift from urban irrigation spray heads. 
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Figure 11.  Ficus microcarpa grows in calcareous-saline soils on the bank of a tidal urban channel, 
Dominquez Channel, Carson, Los Angeles County.  Perennial forbs in the photograph are Parietaria 
judaica L. (Urticaceae), another urban weed occasionally found in coastal native habitats.    
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Figure 12.  Ficus microcarpa occurs rarely in native plant communities along the immediate coast.  This 
approximately 1 m tall shrub grows on a calcareous-saline outcrop in Laguna Beach, Orange County.  
Note ephemeral seepage and salt crust formation on the outcrop surface. 
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Figure 13.  Ficus microcarpa (Riefner 15-135 photographic voucher) grows on the upper trunks of palm 
trees, mostly P. canariensis, at inland and coastal localities.  Moist coastal breezes, ocean fogs, and 
perhaps the inland extent of the marine layer, likely provide moisture to aid seedling establishment and 
persistent growth of F. microcarpa hemi-epiphytes growing in arid southern California.  Inset 
photographs depict point of basal attachment and immature syconia.  Photographs were taken in Carlsbad, 
San Diego County.    
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Figure 14.  Ficus microcarpa, a strangler fig, is epiphytic on a palm tree trunk with Nephrolepis 
cordifolia in Long Beach, California.  Note persistent leaf bases of Butia capitata.  Inset photograph 
shows root basket formation typical of strangler figs that constrict and gradually kill host trees.  
 
 
 
 


